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culturally dominant. For example, most 

of us are familiar with the “American Dream”: this is the land of opportunity; if you work hard, 
you can get ahead. People are individually responsible for their own economic and social fate, 
which justifies the inequality around us. At the same time, a large percentage of the population 
dislikes big corporations and Wall Street, and isn’t sure that the American Dream has meaning 
any more. As we’ve just seen in the Presidential election, these sentiments can hue to the right, 
in a reactionary and nativist populism where anger at the top 1% gets channeled toward an 



 

‘other’ that exists nearer to the bottom of the socioeconomic scale.  And the American Dream 
formula, just like so much in our society, is racially coded as ‘white.’ 

 

 

 

 



 

 
4) Using Coercion to Delegitimize Dissent.  



 

 



 



 

 


